Introduction
being lighter above (Mathews 1914) . This ,,.-»"
""",™,-v. subspecies and many others (not necessarily In this paper, a mult^} ftJ^^d escribed by Mathews) (Gould and Johnson 1972) . Among the many applications to date, such analyses have been used to determine the probable affinity of early hominid bones (Rightmirc 1972) , and to study the taxonomy and evolution of mammals on islands (Foster 1965 , Hope 1969 , wolves (Jolicoeur 1959) and Red-winged Blackbirds (Power 1970 Each of these MG groups arc samples of 6-variate Normal universes (Seal 1966 Delany and Healy (1964) , Hope (1969) , Jolicoeur (1959) , Seal (1966) and van de Geer (1971) . Canonical variates analysis uses a linear discriminant function C -c,x, + c sXi + . . . -f c i: .x i: (Fisher 1936 It is perhaps better treated as a Sericornis (Keast 1968 Tasmania. This may be unnecessary (Fig. 8) .
Meliphaga leucotis superspecies
The points fall into two clusters (Figs. 10-11). The Tasmanian mainland and Bass Strait island populations (11, 12, 13) show a nett increased size in the characters studied. The Tasmanian (13) (Fig. 14) , although this is not as pronounced with females (Fig. 15) 16-17). With females (Fig. 17) (Fig. 22) . Considering the 5. graculina superspecies alone (Fig. 23) Because of many unsexed specimens and a lack of clearcut differences between those that were sexed, I had to lump sexes for the Victorian and New South Wales populations of S. versicolor. The points (9, 5) or these populations fall very close . The (Hope 1969 (Mathews 1912 Sample sizes. The first number of each pair is the locality, the second is the number of specimens measured. Malurus cyaneus <?:3, 25; 5, 101; 9, 51; 11, 17; 12, 27; 13, 65; 14, 11; 16, 13; 17, 25; 18, 13; 19, 8. 14; 5, 36; 9, 31; 11, 17; 12, 20; 13, 39; 17, 9; 18, 10; 25, 50; 26, 11. Total: 237 specimens.
$: 3, 9; 5, 22; 9, 16; 11, 12; 12, 7; 13, 13; 17, 10; 25, 47; 26, 11. Total: 147 specimens. 3, 10; 5, 19; 6, 14; 9, 28; 13s 28; 14, 19; 17, 12; 18 [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] 25, 46. Total: 195 specimens. $ : 3, 5; 5, 8; 6, 14; 9, 6; 13, 17; 17, 5; 18, 5; 26; 6, 27; 9, 29; 11, 7; 12, 9; 13, 47; 15, 13; 18, 8; 19. 7; 25, 11. Total: 193 specimens. 9 : 3, 5; 5, 21; 6, 19; 9, 15; 12, 6; 13, 38; 15, 9; 19, 6; 25. 6. Total: 125 specimens. Phylidonyris novaehollandiae c?:'5, 3.1 ; 7, 25; 9, 23; It, 6; 12, 18; 13, 43; 17, 14;  25, 41.
Total: 201 specimens. 9:5, 19; 7, 25; 9. 20; 12, 7; 13, 21; 17, 8; 25, 36; 9, 15; 11, 7; 12, 16; 13, 28; 22, 21; 25, 15. Total: 152 specimens. 9 : 5, 21; 11, 7; 12, 13; 13, 16; 21, 5; 22, 11; 25, 11. Total: 84 specimens.
Eopsaltria australis d : 1, 13; 2, 41; 5, 49; 9, 38; 19, 10; 25, 57. Total: 208 specimens. 9 : 1, 13; 2, 14; 5, 29; 9, 8; 14, 7; 19, 5; 
